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7/ F Gand Bal | room

Pan Paci fic Hot el
Mal ate, Manil a

Undersecretary Ethelyn Nieto of the
Departnent of Health,

Governors (list to be provided),

Mayor s,

Executive Director Tom Gsias of the

Commi ssi on on Popul ati on,

Phil Health O ficer-in-Charge Lorna Fajardo
Di stingui shed friends and col | eagues,
Ladi es and CGentl enen:

“Magandang umaga sa i nyong |lahat.” (Good
Morning to all)

| am honored and delighted to join you in
cel ebrating the nmany achi evenents of Local
Governnment Units (LGUs) in health

gover nance.

Since the tinme health services were devol ved
to the LGJs by virtue of the Local



Governnent Code, the U S. Governnent and the
Aneri can peopl e have been a partner in
hel pi ng achi eve health goals in the context
of | ocal autonony and decentralization.

Over the last ten years, USAID assistance to
t he national and | ocal governnents has

hel ped bring about efficient, effective and
equi tabl e health services. And USAID takes
pride in having been a constant and
consistent partner in various reformefforts
that continue to evolve in the health
sector.

Anong these efforts was the Health Fi nance
Devel opnent Project from 1992 to 1995. This
proj ect supported the Departnent of Health’s
(DOH) efforts to help Local Governnent
augnent finances for public health in
response to decentralization of health

servi ces brought about by the passage of the
Local Governnent Code. The Integrated

Fam |y Pl anni ng and Maternal Health Program
foll owed, and, from 1995 to 2003 assi sted
LGJs to nanage and deliver quality health
services through the LGJ Perfornmance Program
(LPP); and the Matching Grants Program ( MGP)
where quality standards for the



certification of public health facilities
t hrough the “Sentrong Sigla” (Centers for
Wel | ness) program were devel oped.

The Health Sector Reform Techni cal

Assi stance Project, inplenmented from 1999 to
2002, al so supported the DOH i n devel opi ng
Its Health Sector Reform Agenda (HSRA),
which is the foundation of the present day
“Fourmula One” initiative of the DOH  This
paved the way for the inprovenent of soci al
heal th i nsurance, inplenentation of hospital
reforns and the devel opnent of |ocal health
systens and drug nmanagenent in eight

provi nces.

Rel ated to all these, the Governance and
Local Devel opnent (GOLD) Project, from 1995
to 2001, assisted |ocal governnents to
manage revenues and resources, strengthen
the Leagues of Cities and Miunicipalities and
| nprove | ocal governnent performance

measur enent .

In the past three years, devel opnent
assi stance fromthe Anmerican people has
provi ded US$34 million through the Local



Enhancenent and Devel opnent (LEAD) for
Health Project to help strengthen the
governance and service capacities of LGJs in
providing quality famly planning,

t ubercul osis, maternal and child health,
vitam n A supplenentation and H V/ Al DS

servi ces.

I n addition, USAID supports the d obal Fund
to fight AIDS, tuberculosis and nalari a.

For the past two years, the U S. Governnent
has contri buted $500 mllion to the Fund,
which is 25% of the expected total budget of
$2 billion for the Fund.

In all these efforts, USAID continuously

wor ks cl osely wth our Philippine partners:
the DOH, participating LGJs, POPCOM the

Phi i ppi ne Health | nsurance Corporation, and
t he Leagues of Municipalities and G ties.

These prograns and projects constitute ngjor
bui | di ng bl ocks that hel ped the health
sector successfully realize the principles
of | ocal autonony, decentralization and

| ocal governance.



USAID i s happy to have supported the DOH in
articulating the Philippines Contraceptive
Self Reliance (CSR) initiative clarifying
and enunci ating the CSR policy. The DOH
Adm ni strative Oder No. 158 of 2004 clearly
articulates the elenents of the county’s CSR
policy, and provides guidelines for its

I npl enent ati on.

We congratul ate the DOH and partners for
pursui ng policy devel opnent initiatives

I ntended to generate strong policy and
financi ng support to make the health sector
effective, efficient and equitable in
produci ng health outcones, particularly in
FP, TB-DOTS, Vitam n A suppl enentation and
HI V/ Al DS.

USAI D recogni zes the LGJs’ long termrole in
bui l ding political |eadership for health.

We congratul ate the governors, mayors and
the |l ocal governnents for their conmm tnent
to manage and sustain effective health
prograns in their localities. USAID, is

pl eased to have forged a strategic alliance
with the Leagues of Municipalities (LMP) and
Cties (LCP) and anobng the various



st akehol ders. The LMP's “Kung Maliit ang
Pam | ya, Kayang- Kaya” canpai gn has resulted
In L&J resol utions and actions pushing for

| npl enentation of the DOH s reproductive
heal t h and responsi bl e parent hood prograns
In municipalities, with mayors taking the

|l ead role. W are al so encouraged to see
the cities thensel ves recogni ze the

| nportance of HI V/AIDS surveillance and
assune the responsibility for sustaining the
Al DS surveillance system The fight agai nst
Al DS continues and the Anerican people
continue to support efforts in this regard.

USAID is honored to be a vital partner in

t he devel opnent of the Autononous region in
Musli m M ndanao (ARMM) Strategy for Health
| nprovenent (ASHI ), which has becone the
accept ed approach for health devel opnent in
ARWM

Finally, USAID congratul ates the DOH for
organi zing this forumto recogni ze the
achi evenents of the national and | ocal
governnents to inprove health in the
Philippines. W are honored and proud to



have assisted the GRP in naking these
achi evenent s happen.

| wsh you all a fruitful forumand a
pl easant norni ng.

“Maram ng sal amat po.” (Thank you)



